
The History of KDMC & Knockhill Circuit 
 
The Opening of Knockhill 1974 

In 1974 Tom Kinnaird Invited Clubs to Organise & run events at 
Knockhill Circuit. KDMC with several other Clubs took up the mantle. 
After a year Tom sold Knockhill to a Developer who almost 
immediately went bust and Knockhill went into liquidation. KDMC 
continued to run events at Knockhill for the next couple of years but 
through the bank.  
Tom Kinnaird got the Circuit back and normal service was resumed 
albeit with the circuit being leased to different consortiums. 
In 1984 Derek Butcher bought Knockhill from Tom and the Circuit 
has went from strength to strength.  

KDMC continued running events including British Championship events through this time until 
MCRCB took over running British Championship Nationwide 
in 1998. 
Some of the Different events KDMC were involved in at 
Knockhill were the Battle of the Twins, Sounds of Singles, 
Celtic Match Races, Regal 600 and Sports Production Series, 
The Jock Taylor Memorial Meeting and Rounds of the British 
& European Sidecar Championships. 
KDMC continue to run six events per year at Knockhill. 

The Original Hairpin takes shape 

KDMC & Crail Circuit  

 
Sandy Christie at Crail above 

 
 

The first connection at Crail was when the Club 
organised two events in 1952. Then the Club 
were offered Crail for events in the early 90’s. 
After a lot of work four meeting were run 
between 1992 & 1993. 
But unfortunately after a new owner took over 
at the end of 1993 KDMC decided Not to 
continue with this venture.  

Ralph Bonie also at Crail 



 

KDMC Interesting Connections 

 
The County Motors Challenge Trophy was the 
Trophy for the fastest lap of the German GP held 
at Sachsenring in 1937, Disastrously Jimmy 
Guthrie was Killed at this event but this Trophy 
was awarded to his Mechanic’s as Jimmy had 
led for the whole race and had the fastest Lap. 
After the War the Club was given the Trophy for 
Annual Competition. 

Keith Amor with the County Motors Trophy  

 

 The World of 
Wheels Trophy 
(1975) 
Pop star Ian Gillan 
lead singer of Deep 
Purple opened a 
chain of Motorcycle 
shops, One being in 
Edinburgh. He 
approached the 
Club and 
Sponsored a 
meeting at 
Knockhill, This 
being the Major 
Trophy. The whole 
Band appeared at 
Knockhill  
for the event 
Complete with Trademark Fur Coats 
 
 
 

 


