
The History of Kirkcaldy & District Motor Club Ltd 
1922 - 2008 

After World War One A group of likeminded enthusiasts from the Kirkcaldy area with a motoring 
interest got together for weekly runs. 
 
Out of this KDMC was founded in April 1922; Local notable people of the period were the Stewart 
Brothers who owned the County Motors and the Swanston Brothers both Doctors. 
 
With competition in mind KDMC joined the SACU in 1925, Pre-war the Club organised Trials, sand 
Racing & Grass tracks, In the early 30’s KDMC sent teams to the IOM for the Manx GP races, The 
venture was successful with KDMC winning the team prize on three occasions and Dr J.K. Swanston 
winning the Senior Manx GP in 1935. 
Before World War Two KDMC approached Kirkcaldy Town Council for the use of the local park for 
racing, But were refused after World War Two, The Club again approached Kirkcaldy Council for the 
use of a Public Park. They (KDMC) were asked to show they could organise an event and in 1947 
put on a show in Ravenscraig Park including Army Stunt Riders. 
This being a success KDMC were allowed to use Beveridge Park for the First Road Race in Scotland 
(1948) August. 

 
A start line shot from 1959 

1921  St Andrews Beach Races 

Notable KDMC Riders Pre-war 
were Tom McEwen, J.K. Swanston,  
J Blyth, Leslie 
 

 
From 1948 – 1988 KDMC Ran Road Races at Beveridge Park 
In 1952 KDMC were involved with Race meetings at Crail on 
the old Airfield. 
KDMC also continued to run Sand Racing on Kirkcaldy Beach, 
Trials at Markinch and Grasstracks at various venues. 
 

 
Action shot from the 1950's 

 



KDMC also ran scrambles (now Moto X) at 
Burntisland, and in the sixties at Kilrie, This was part 
of the Grandstand Trophy Televised Events. The 
most notable Moto X KDMC member over the years 
was Jimmy Aird 
The last Sand Race was held on Kirkcaldy Beach in 
1972. 
The last Moto X was held at Glassiehead farm by 
Burntisland in 1980 
The Scottish Road Races were such a Major event 
that it was broadcast live on BBC Radio from 1949 – 
1966 with commentators Graham & Murray Walker.  
The Park was also televised Live in 1967. 
When Knockhill appeared in 1974 KDMC were 
approached to help organise events and are still 
there today running six events Annually. KDMC also 
returned to Crail in 1992 & 1993 to run events. 
 
At Knockhill KDMC were involved in Running British 
Championships till MCRCB took over in 1998 

 

 
Neil Kiddie 400 Maico Burntisland 1977 

Archie Robertson Sand Races picture (below) 

 

Details of the Scottish Road Races 
The Scottish Road Races were run from      1948 - 1988 at Beveridge Park Kirkcaldy 
           1989 – 1992 Knockhill Racing Circuit 
           1993 Crail in the East Neuk of Fife 
           1994 – Present Day  Knockhill Racing Circuit 
There are plenty of famous Riders over the years that were associated with KDMC 
Solo Riders 
 

Dennis Parkinson  Tom McEwan  Bob McIntyre  Alex Phillips 
Alistair King   Bernard Hardgreaves Charlie Bruce Jimmy Davie 
Jack Blyth   John Cooper   George Fogarty Bob Brown 
Jim Buchan   George Buchan  Alf Peatman  Bill Peatman 
Jackie Horne   Jack Gow   Mick Grant  Dennis Gallagher 
Bill Milne   Dennis Richardson  Bill Crossier  Bob Steele 
Jock Findlay   Alex George   Alan Duffus  Bill Simpson 
Tony Rutter   Ian Simpson   Ronnie Man  John Kiddie 
George Linder  Gordon Grigor  Stewart Cole  Steve Hislop 
Gary Hislop   Jim Moodie   Iain Duffus  Brian Morrision 
Donnie McLeod  Niall Mackenzie           
 
 

Below is a selection of Club Members in action 



 

 

 
Bill Simpson Beveridge Park 1979 

 
Jim Moodie 2000  

 
Tommy McEwan 1947  

 
Tony Rutter at the Park  

 
Scrutineering for the last time  1988  

 
Steve Hislop Hairpin Knockhill  

 
The Jock Taylor Memorial Bev Park   



Sidecar Drivers 
Bill Davie   Les Siddle   Mac Hobson  Duncan Hendry 
Jock Taylor   Jock Skene            Jim Silver        

Below is a selection of Sidecar Club Members in Action 

Jim Silver Tom Bone 

Up out the Hairpin Knockhill 

Jock Taylor at the I.O.M. T.T. 1979 

 
Duncan Hendry / Neil McKenzie  

Sidecars on the Grid 

 

Bill / Graeme Davie 2007 SACU Sidecar Scottish Champ 

 


